Permanent Residents

The -
COMMON MERGANSER is
a duck with a narrow, serrated bil, ike nee
gripping fish. Common Mergansers spend
flocks on Cayuga Lake and in Cayuga Inlet.
trees along wooded creeks.

dle-nosed pliers, for
the winter in loose.
They nestin holes in

- Breeding

BLACK-CAPPED CHICKADEES are named for

their cal, chick-a-dee-dee-dee. Their song,
territory and attracting a mate, is
2 whistled fee-bee with the first
note higher. Chickadees dig holes
in rotten trees for nesting and
ro0sting. Outside of the breed-
ing season chickadees flock
with other woodland
species.

Our most conspicuous raptors,
RED-TAILED HAWKS can be seen
soaring or perched on poles or trees scanni
the ground for the movements of small
‘mammals. Red-tails have
nested in the woods 2

beside Union
Fields.

HOUSE FINCHES, which are native

birds in the West, were released in 1940 in
New York City by pet store owners ilegally

selling them. They've spread through-
out the East. Lok for them around
the Cl
Finches have nested in the
pavilion

ren’s Garden. House

ROCK PIGEONS are feral
domestic pigeons, descended from
wild birds that nested on cliffs in
Europe. Now they nest on
buildings. Rarely landing at
Cass Park, they often fly
over, or perch on high
wires or poles.

MALLARD females are the color
of the dead grass where they nest

beside ponds, streams, and marshes.
Bocause male ducks don't sit on the
nest or care for the young, males
can afford to be colorful to
attract a mate.

Male

, for claiming a

ing

wild

woodpecker holes.

MOURNING DOVES

are named for the male’s sad-sounding

song, an uneven series of four cooing notes,

J reocsmceocnon e i
4 wings when Mourning Doves take flight. Look for

doves on power lines and on the ground.

WHITE-BREASTED NUTHATCHES
dling upside-down to tree bark as they search
for insects. Listen for their repeated nasal
notes. They nest early in spring in old

IR
=\l

WATERFRONT

These birds include some species that nest in Cass Park and some
that nest nearby and commute daily to or through the park.

EUROPEAN STARLINGS were introduced to

America in 1890. Starlings forage together even during

the breeding season, and young birds form flocks while AMERICAN CROWS spend winternights  lrge

parents raise second broods. On lawns, Starlings don't )

e i e e communal roosts in the canopies of mature trees. Watch in

e by D morning and evening as they commute high overhead to and

g holertn ol from farm fields. In spring the roests biesk Unt el a'S

B iath claim territories. Crows with colored wing tags are part of a
study which showed that one-year-olds help their

parents raise the next year's brood.

RED-BELLIED
WOODPECKERS are
named for a patch of reddish
feathers between their legs,
butit's usually hidden against
a tree-trunk Listen for their
loud churr call

Spring

Some BLUE JAYS are here
year-round, but migratory
flocks of Blue Jays can also be
seen flying past n fall and
spring. Local Blue Jays spend
autumn flying to oak trees for
acoms, then back to their
territory to bury them as
afood supply.

Female

EASTERN BLUEBIRDS
nest in boxes or tree cavities. Look for bluebirds in
4 willows along the trail and in the woods behind
Union Fields. Bluebirds eat small fuits in winter.
The rest of the year they hunt for invertebrates by
scanning the ground from a low perch, then
fluttering down to grab prey.

- Male
HOUSE
SPARROWS were brought
from Europe in the mid- and late
1800s. Flocks hide in dense shrubs and thickets, often
cheeping loudly. House Sparrows compete.
with Eastern Bluebirds and Tree
Swallows for nest boxes.

CAROLINA WRENS
hide in the brushy understory

of woods, but their song gives
them away year-round: a variable

3-note phrase repeated several

times. Populations fluctuate with

the snowiness of winters, because
Carolina Wrens forage in leaf litter.

Female

L

Why don't the
Male CANADA GEESE

0 back to Canada?

NORTHERN CARDINALS Yhius‘;n;kstdocmig:le
start singing each year in midwinter, through here between
especially on sunny mornings. Their Canada and the Chesa-
whistled notes slur up or down. They repeat peake Bay, and thou-
one note type several times, and then switch sands spend the
t0 a series of the other type, such as winter on Cayuga
whit, whit, whit, teer, teer, teer, teer. Lake, feeding in
Look for cardinals in shrubby areas. farm fields. Those
that stay here
year-round, graz-
ing on lawns and
nesting by ponds and

creeks, are a non-

migratory race from the
Midwest which was saved
from the brink of extinction in
wildife refuges.

The TUFTED TITMOUSE
makes various buzzy and whiny
calls. The song is a slurred or
doubled whistle repeated 2.5
times. Ifyou
whistle back, a
titmouse may
come to chase
the apparent
ival,

DOWNY WOODPECKERS
are the smallest of six species of
woodpeckers in Cass Park. They dig
into weed stems as well as tree bark
in search of insects. They carve holes
in trees for nesting and sleeping.

NORTHERN MOCKINGBIRDS
mimic birdsongs and other sounds in a
long string, repeating each
phrase 3 or more

times. When = bos Bird Art by Evan W. Barbour (www.evanbarbour.com).
foraging on — Graphic Dosign by IronDesign. com

lawns, mocking- Content by Dave Nuter and the Cornel Lab of Ornithology
birds often raise their wings to flush insects Kiosk Fabrication by Accufab, Inc.

with a flash of white. In winter, a mocking- e _ _
bird may claim a fruitich thicket, such as a

west of the Children's Garden. explore WwWW.All AboutBirds.org

Tral. For more information vist www.cayugawat erfronttrail.com.
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